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Colonial  Coins  of  English  Types. 


Among  the  numerous  coinages  for  colonies  and  possessions  of 
the  British  Empire  there  occur  issues  of  minor  coins  which  are 
materially  the  same,  in  type  and  legend,  as  contemporary  English 
issues.  These  coins  occur  from  the  reign  of  George  IV  through 
that  of  George  V and  are  properly  attributed  to  Ceylon,  Malta,  or 
British  Guiana  and  the  West  Indies. 

It  appears  more  convenient  to  list  these  pieces  according  to  the 
reign  in  which  issued,  since  the  monarch’s  name  appears  on  the 
coin  and  that  of  the  colony  does  not.  Moreover,  these  pieces  are 
frequently  listed  as  coins  of  England,  and  are  thus  grouped  by 
reigns.  The  present  paper  attempts  to  gather  information  from  a 
number  of  sources  and  to  overcome  the  confusion  caused  by  earlier 
omission  or  mis-attribution  of  these  pieces. 

GEORGE  IV.  1820-1830. 

1.  Copper  half-farthing,  1828,  for  Ceylon.  Obv.  bust  of  the 

king,  1,  wearing  a chaplet  of  laurel,  tied  with  a ribbon.  The 
head  is  larger  in  proportion  than  on  the  English  coins  and  in- 
terupts  the  legend  above,  date  below  bust.  GEORGIUS  IV 
DEI  GRATIA.  Rev.  Britannia  seated  facing  r.,  holding  tri- 
dent in  left  hand,  right  hand  resting  on  oval  shield  of  crosses 
of  SS.  George  and  Andrew;  in  exergue,  rose  between  a sham- 
rock and  a thistle.  BR1TANNIAR:  REX  FID:  DEE:  Bra- 

mah 17,  Atkins  78. 

2.  Similar,  period  instead  of  colon  after  first  word  on  reverse. 
Bramah  17a. 

3.  Similar,  but  reverse  is  inverted.  Bramah  17b. 
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Similar,  but  date  1830.  Bramah  18,  Atkins  79. 

Copper  one-third  farthing,  1827.  Issued  for  Malta.  Obv, 
is  very  similar  to  the  half-farthing,  with  slight  differences 
in  the  ribbon,  and  having  small  crosses  to  right  and  left  of 
date.  Rev.  is  same  as  preceding  coins,  except  for  minor 
variations.  Bramah  19,  Atkins  1. 

The  half-farthing  is  17£mm.  in  diameter,  while  the  third- 
farthing  measures  16mm.  Atkins,  77  Ceylon,  lists  a half- 
farthing dated  1827.  Bramah  points  out  that  this  piece  is 
unknown. and  is  probably  an  error  due  to  confusion  w ith  the 
one-third  farthing. 

WILLIAM  IV.  1830-1837. 

Silver  three  half  pence,  1834,  for  Ceylon.  Obv.  Bare  head 
of  king  to  r.,  GULIELMUS  II II  D : G : BRITANNIAR. 
REX  F : 1)  : Rev.  numerals  l£  crowned,  with  date  below  , 

within  a wreath.  These  are  included  here  because  they  are 
sometimes  erroneously  listed  as  Maundy  money.  Atkins  19. 

Similar,  but  date  1835.  Atkins  20. 

Similar,  but  date  1836.  Atkins  21. 

Similar,  but  date  1837.  Atkins  22. 

Copper  half-farthing,  1837,  for  Ceylon  Obv.  bust  of  the 
king  to  r.,  undraped  and  without  chaplet.  Again  the  head 
is  proportionately  larger  than  on  the  English  coins ; the 
date  appears  below  on  the  right  side  of  the  truncation. 
GULIELMUS  IIII  DEI  GRATIA.  Rev.  type  and  legend 
are  essentially  the  same  as  the  reverse  of  No.  1,  supra, 
Bramah  13,  Atkins  80. 

Copper  one-third  farthing,  1835,  for  Malta.  Obv.  as  No. 
10,  reverse  of  No.  5,  supra.  Bramah  No.  14,  Atkins  2. 

The  sizes  of  the  copper  coins  are  the  same  as  for  corres- 
ponding pieces  of  George  IV.  The  half-farthing  is  rare, 
particularly  in  fine  condition. 

VICTORIA.  1837-1901. 

Silver  groat,  or  fourpence,  1888,  for  British  Guiana  and 
the  West  Indies.  Obv.  Jubilee  bust  of  queen  wearing  small 
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13. 


14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 


crown,  veil,  etc.  to  1.  VICTORIA  DEI  GRATIA  BRITT: 
REGINA  F:  D:  Rev.  Britannia  seated  facing  r.,  holding  a 

trident  in  her  left  hand,  her  right  hand  resting  on  an  oval 
shield  of  the  cross  of  St.  George.  FOUR  at  left,  PENCE  at 
right.  The  date  in  exergue. 

Groats  with  this  reverse  and  with  a young  head  of  the 
<|iieen  were  issued  for  English  currency  from  1838  to  1856 
inclusive,  and  were  recalled  in  1887.  The  coin  here  listed 
was  never  legal  tender  in  the  British  Isles,  and  should  be 
distinguished  from  the  Maundy  fourpence,  which  has  the 
numeral  4 on  reverse.  In  1891  a new  series  was  struck  bear- 
the  name  of  the  colony. 

Silver  three  half-pence  for  Ceylon.  Obv.  young  head  of 
the  queen  to  1.,  VICTORIA  D : G : BRITANNIAR.  REGINA 
F : D : Rev.  as  No.  6,  supra,  except  date.  Atkins  23. 

Similar,  but  date  1839.  Atkins  24. 


Atkins  25. 
Atkins  26. 
Atkins  27. 
Atkins  28. 
Atkins  29. 
Atkins  30. 


23. 


Similar,  but  date  1840. 

Similar,  but  date  1841. 

Similar,  but  date  1842. 

Similar,  but  date  1843. 

Similar,  but  date  1860. 

Similar,  but  date  1862. 

Similar,  but  date  1870. 

Copper  half-farthing,  1839,  for  Ceylon.  Obv.  young  bust 
of  the  queen  to  1.,  truncation  plain.  VICTORIA  I) : G : 
BRI  FANNIAR:  REGINA  F : D : Rev.  an  imperial  crown  at 

top,  below  which,  in  three  lines  - HALF  FARTHING  1839. 
Under  the  date  is  a floral  emblem  consisting  of  a rose  with 
three  rose  leaves  on  each  side.  Bramah  76,  Atkins  81. 

Similar  coins  were  struck  in  1842,  1843,  1844,  1847.  1851. 
1852,  1853,  1854,  and  1856.  By  proclamation  of  June  13.  1842 
the  half-farthing  became  current  in  England,  and  hence  only 
that  dated  1839  is  strictly  a colonial  coin.  ()n  all  later  dates 
the  floral  emblem  consists  a rose  with  a thistle  at  left  and  a 
shamrock  at  right, 

Copper  one-third  farthing,  184  L for  Malta.  Obv.  young 
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head  of  queen  to  1.,  truncation  plain,  date  below,  VICTORIA 
OKI  GRATIA.  Rev.  similar  to  reverse  of  No.  1,  supra; 
BRITANNIAR:  REG:  FID:  DEF  : Bramah  86,  Atkins  3. 
*J4.  Similar,  1844,  but  the  G and  second  colon  on  reverse  are 
omitted.  Bramah  86a. 

25.  Bronze  one-third  farthing,  1866,  for  Malta.  Obv.  laureate 
head  of  the  queen  to  1.,  VICTORIA  I).  G.  BRITT.  REG.  F.  D. 
an  imperial  crown  at  top,  below  which,  in  three  lines  - ONE 

I HIRD  FARTHING  1866,  enclosed  in  an  oak  wreath. 
Atkins  4. 

26.  Similar,  but  date  1868.  Atkins  5. 

27.  Similar,  1868,  but  proof  in  nickel. 

28.  Similar  to  No.  25,  supra,  but  date  1876.  Atkins  6. 

29.  Similar,  but  date  1878.  Atkins  7. 

30.  Similar,  but  date  1881.  Atkins  8. 

31.  Similar,  but  date  1884.  Atkins  9. 

32.  Similar,  but  date  1885.  Atkins  10. 

33.  Copper  quarter  farthing,  1839,  for  Ceylon.  Obv.  exactly 
like  the  half-farthing  of  1839,  No.  22,  supra.  Rev.  exactly 
like  No.  22,  supra,  with  the  substitution  of  the  word  QUAR- 
TER for  HALF.  Bramah  87. 


34. 

Similar,  but  date  1851. 

Bramah  88. 

35. 

Similar,  but  date  1852. 

Bramah  89. 

36. 

Similar,  but  date  1853. 

Bramah  90. 

37. 

Bronze  quarter  farthin 

g,  1868;  except  for  date  same  as 

preceding.  Exists  as  a proof. 

The  quarter-farthing  measures  13|mm.  in  diameter;  the 
half  and  third-farthings  are  the  same  size  as  in  earlier  reigns. 
There  exist  numerous  variations  of  the  quarter-farthing, 
dated  1853,  consisting  of  recut  and  double-cut  letters,  vary- 
ing numbers  of  pearls  in  the  crown,  etc.  Similar  variations 
occur  with  the  third-farthing.  Christmas  has  mentioned  a 
third-farthing  dated  1844,  which  date  is  otherwise  unknown 
and  probably  does  not  exist. 
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EDWARD  VII.  1901-1910 

38.  Bronze  one-third  farthing,  1902,  for  Malta.  Obv.  bare 

head  of  the  king  to  r.,  des  under  truncation.  ED  WARD  VS 
VII  D : G : BRITT  : OMN  : REX  F : I)  : IND  : IMP  : Rev. 

similar  to  No.  25.  supra,  except  date. 

GEORGE  V.  1910-193G. 

39.  Bronze  one-third  farthing,  1913,  for  Malta.  Obv.  bare 

head  of  the  king  to  1.  GEORGIVS  V D.  G.  BRITT  : OMN  : 
REX  F : D : IND  : IMP  : Rev.  similar  to  No,  25,  supra,  ex- 

cept date. 

— William  W.  Woodside. 
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Satirical  Tokens  of  Napoleon  III. 


A coup  d’6tat  on  December  2,  1851  established  the  Second  Em- 
pire in  France  with  the  president  who  was  elected  in  October  of 
1848  on  the  throne  as  Napoleon  III,  Emperor  of  the  French.  This 
empire  came  to  an  inglorious  end  on  September  2,  1870  with  the 
battle  of  Sedan  in  the  Franco- Prussian  war  when  the  emperor  and 
the  whole  army  surrendered.  In  Paris,  on  September  4,  1870,  the 
news  caused  an  upheaval  out  of  which  the  Third  Republic  was 
born. 

Shortly  after  the  fall  of  Sedan,  some  person  mutilated  a ten  cen- 
time piece  of  Napoleon  III  by  engraving  a Prussian  war  helmet  on 
his  head  and  a military  collar  on  his  neck.  Others  took  up  the  idea 
and  soon  a great  variety  of  these  pieces  appeared.  Many  of  them 
have  the  eagle’s  head  on  the  reverse  replaced  by  a vampire’s  head, 
engraved  on  some  and  stamped  with  a punch  on  others.  These 
engraved  pieces  were  usually  made  from  ten  centime  pieces  but 
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enslaved  five,  two  and  one  centime  pieces  are  occasionally  seen. 
The  most  common  type  of  reverse  has  a Prussian  war  helmet  and 
chin  strap  and  usually  a military  collar.  Sometimes  SPH)AN  ap- 
pears on  the  collar  and  occasionally  a pipe  or  cigarette  is  added. 
A wide  variety  of  headgear,  Hessian,  Jaegar  and  Uhlan;  helmets; 
fatigue  and  sporting  caps;  is  found  on  the  pieces.  Not  infrequent- 
ly the  whole  head  is  altered,  sometimes  to  look  like  an  idiot  or  a 
pig.  A bearded  monk  occurs. 

The  lettering  is  often  changed  to  read  VEMPIRE  instead  of 
EMPIRE  by  engraving  a V in  front  of  the  word.  A date,  1870,  is 
added  on  many  pieces,  replacing  the  date  originally  on  the  coin 
with  the  date  of  the  surrender  at  Sedan.  One  piece  having  the 
laurel  wreath  and  beard  erased  reads  NAPOLEON  LK  DEPLUME 
1870.  Silver  coins  were  seldom  engraved  but  many  were  defaced 
by  having  the  word,  SEDAN,  stamped  by  a punch  over  the  head  of 
the  emperor.  Some  pieces  were  mutilated  by  stamping  a date, 
1870  or  1871,  or  the  word,  TRAITRE. 

Brichaut  and  Van  Peteghem  (1872)  comment  on  the  engraved 
pieces  : 

They  were  not  known  in  Paris  until  after  the  surrender  of  the 
city.  Many  of  the  pieces  have  come  to  us  from  Alsace  and  Lor- 
raine and  we  have  seen  large  numbers  of  them  in  the  hands  of 
merchants  in  Strassburg.  It  appears  that  German  soldiers  employ- 
ed their  leisure  in  dressing  up  the  head  of  the  ex-emperor  in  all 
sorts  of  headgear.  The  reverses  often  have  parodies;  the  imperial 
eagle  changed  to  a vampire,  often  a placard  attached  to  the  neck 
which  reads:  Sedan  or  Mexique;  2 dec.  or  7bre,  etc.  There  were 
a considerable  number  of  pieces  with  the  bust  of  Napoleon  III 
overstruck  with  a fluer-de-lis,  also  a W,  the  initial  of  the  name  of 
the  German  emperor. 

The  engraved  pieces  proved  popular  and  of  much  interest.  They 
inspired  a series  of  die-struck  pieces  of  about  the  size  of  five  and 
ten  centime  coins  which  appeared  in  considerable  number  and  vari- 
ety. Brichaut  and  Van  Peteghem  (1872)  published  a pamphlet 
with  plates  covering  numismatic  mementos;  medals,  tokens  and 
buttons;  of  the  events  before  and  after  the  formation  of  the  Third 
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Republic.  Van  Peteghem  (1887)  published  a revision  and  exten- 
sion of  this  pamphlet.  Eklund  (1924)  an  1 Wood  (1934)  have  pub- 
lished papers  on  the  engraved  and  die-struck  pieces.  This  paper  is 
a revision  of  previous  lists. 

1.  O.  Bust  to  left  of  Napoleon  III  wearing  a Prussian  war 

helmet,  within  a beaded  circle:  around,  NAPOLEON  III 
LE  MISERABLE  2 DECEMBRE. 
li.  An  owl  on  a thunderbolt,  within  a beaded  circle  ; around, 
VAMPIRE  DE  LA  FRANCE  SEDAN  2 SEPbre  1870. 
Copper,  size  32  mm.  Eklund  1. 

2.  O.  Bust  to  left  of  Napoleon  III  wearing  a Prussian  war 

helmet,  within  a beaded  circle;  around,  NAPOLEON  III 
LE  MISERABLE  PARJURE  & TRAITRE. 

R.  An  owl  on  a thunderbolt,  within  a beaded  circle  ; around. 
VAMPIRE  DE  LA  FRANCE  PARIS  2 DEC.  1851 -SEDAN 
2 SEPT.  1870. 

Copper,  size  32mm.  Eklund  2. 

Note  that  the  first  arrow  to  the  right  points  to  P in  the  leg- 
end. The  first  date  refers  to  the  coup  d’etat  which  established 
the  empire  and  the  second  date  refers  to  the  fall  at  Sedan. 

3.  O.  Bust  to  left  of  Napoleon  III  wearing  a Prussian  war 

helmet,  within  a beaded  circle ; around,  NAPOLEON  III 
LE  MISERABLE  2 DECEMBRE. 

R.  An  owl  on  a thunderbolt,  within  a beaded  circle;  around, 
VAMPIRE  DE  LA  FRANCE  PARIS  2 DEC.  1851  - SEDAN 
2 SEPT.  1870. 

Copper,  size  32  mm. 

This  piece  has  the  obverse  of  No.  1 and  the  reverse  of  No.  2. 

4.  O.  Bust  to  left  of  Napoleon  III  wearing  a Prussian  war 

helmet,  within  a beaded  circle;  around,  NAPOLEON  III 
LE  MISERABLE  PARIS  2 DECbkk  1851.  Two  skulls 
separate  the  parts  of  the  legend. 

R.  An  owl  on  a thunderbolt,  within  a beaded  circle,  around, 
VAMPIRE  DE  LA  FRANCE  SEDAN  2 SEPbre  1879.  Two 
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devices  each  of  crossed  knuckle  bones  witli  a teardrop 
above  and  below  separate  the  parts  of  the  legend. 

Copper,  size  32mm. 

O.  Bust  to  left  of  Napoleon  III  wearing  a Prussian  war 
helmet,  within  a beaded  circle ; around,  NAPOLEON  III 
le  MISERABLE  2 DECEMBRE.  Two  skulls  separate 
the  parts  of  the  legend. 

Ii.  An  owl  on  a thunderbolt,  within  a beaded  circle, around, 
VAMPIRE  DE  LA  FRANCE  SEDAN  2 SEPbrk  1870.  Two 
devices  each  of  crossed  knuckle  bones  with  a tear  Irop 
above  and  below  separate  the  parts  of  the  legend. 

Copper,  size  32  mm. 

This  piece  has  the  reverse  of  No.  4.  Note  that  the  letters. 
LE,  on  the  obverse  are  smaller  than  the  other  letters  of  the 
legend. 

O.  Bust  to  left  of  Napoleon  III  wearing  a Prussian  war 
helmet,  no  circle,  instead  the  legend  NAPOLEON  III  LE 
PETIT;  around,  N’ AY  ANT  PAS  LE  COURAGE  1)E 
MOURIR  A LA  TETE  DE  MON  ARM  EE  .IE  ME  LIVRE 
A MON  FRERE  I)E  PRUSSE. 

R.  An  owl  on  a thunderbolt,  within  a beaded  circle  ; around. 
VAMPIRE  DE  LA  FRANCE  PARIS  2 DEC.  1851 -SEDAN 
2 SEPT.  1870. 

Copper,  size  32mm.  Eklund  3. 

The  legend  translates  “Not  having  the  courage  to  die  at  the 
head  of  my  army,  I deliver  myself  to  my  brother  of  Prussia.” 
This  inscription  refers  to  a note  sent  to  William  I of  Prussia 
by  Napoleon  after  the  surrender  at  Sedan  which,  translated, 
reads  “Sir,  My  Brother : Not  having  been  able  to  die  at  the 
head  of  my  troops,  I lay  my  sword  before  your  Majesty.  Your 
Majesty’s  good  brother,  Napoleon.” 

This  piece  has  the  reverse  of  No.  2. 

O.  Bust  to  left  of  Napoleon  III  wearing  a Prussian  war 
helmet,  no  circle,  instead  the  legend  NAPOLEON  III  LE 
PETIT;  around,  N’AYANT  PAS  LE  COURAGE  DE 
MOURIR  A LA  TETE  DE  MON  ARMEE  JE  DEMANDE 
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UNE  CACHETTE  AU  KOI  DE  PRUSSE. 

K.  An  owl  on  a thunderbolt,  within  a beaded  circle;  around, 
VAMPIRE  DE  LA  FRANCE  SEDAN  2 SEPbre  1870. 

Copper,  size  32mm.  Eklund  4. 

The  legend  translates  “Not  having  the  courage  to  die  at  the 
head  of  my  army,  I demand  a hiding  place  with  the  king  of 
Prussia.” 

This  piece  has  the  reverse  of  No.  1. 

O.  Bust  to  left  of  Napoleon  III  wearing  a Prussian  war 
helmet,  no  circle,  instead  the  legend  NAPOLEON  III  LE 
PETIT;  around,  N’AYANT  PAS  LE  COURAGE  DE 
MOURIR  A LA  TETE  DE  MON  ARMEE  JE  DEMANDS 
UNE  CACHETTE  AU  ROI  I)E  PRUSSE. 

R.  An  owl  on  a thunderbolt,  within  a beaded  circle  ; around, 
VAMPIRE  DE  LA  FRANCE  PARIS  2 DEC.  1851 -SEDAN 
2 SEPT.  1870. 

Copper,  size  32  mm.  Eklund  5. 

This  piece  has  the  obverse  of  No. 7 and  the  reverse  of  No. 2. 

O.  Laureated  head  of  a hog  left  with  Napoleon’s  mustache 
and  beard,  within  a beaded  circle;  around,  I)U  PLUS 
GRAND  DES  EMPEREURS  VOILA  TOUT  CE  QU’IL 
RESTS! 

R.  An  owl  on  a thunderbolt,  within  a beaded  circle,  around, 
VAMPIRE  DE  LA  FRANCE  PARIS  2 DEC.  1851  - SEDAN 
2 SEPT.  1870. 

Copper,  size  32mm.  Eklund  6. 

The  legend  translates  “Of  the  greatest  of  emperors,  behold 
all  that  remains.” 

The  reverse  is  similar  to  No.  2 but  from  a different  die.  In 

this  reverse  the  first  arrow  under  the  thunderbolt  at  the 

right  points  to  S of  the  legend. 

O.  Laureated  head  of  a hog  left  with  Napoleon’s  mustache 
and  beard,  within  a beaded  circle;  around,  DU  PLUS 
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GRAND  DBS  EMPEREURS  VOILA  TOUT  CE  QU’IL 
RESTE ! 

K.  An  owl  on  a thunderbolt,  within  a beaded  circle, around. 
VAMPIRE  DE  LA  FRANCE  PARIS  2 DEC.  1851  - SEDAN 
2 SEPT.  1870. 

Copper,  size  32mm.  Eklund  7. 

This  piece  has  the  obverse  of  No.  9.  and  the  reverse  of  No. 
2.  Note  that  on  this  reverse  the  first  arrow  to  the  right  points 
to  P of  the  legend. 

10a.  Same  as  last  but  in  silver. 

11.  O.  Head  of  Napoleon  III  left  wearing  a Prussian  war  hel- 
met, smoking  a cigarette  ; collar  marked  SEDAN  around 
neck ; chain  attached  to  the  collar,  behind ; all  within  a 
beaded  circle;  around,  NAPOLEON  III  LE  MISERABLE 
80000  PRISONNIERS. 

R.  An  owl  perched  on  a cannon,  thunderbolts  below;  with- 
in a beaded  circle;  around,  VAMPIRE  FRANCAIS  2 
DECbre  : 1851  - 2 SEPTbre  1870. 

Copper,  size  28mm.  Eklund  8. 

The  reverse  has  a colon  in  front  of  1851. 


12. 


O.  Head  of  Napoleon  III  left  wearing  a Prussian  war  hel- 
met, smoking  a cigarette;  collar  marked  SEDAN  around 
neck;  chain  attached  to  the  collar,  behind ; all  within  a 
beaded  circle;  around,  NAPOLEON  III  LE  MISERABLE 
80000  PRISONNIERS. 


R.  An  owl  perched  an  a cannon,  thunderbolts  below;  with- 
in a beaded  circle;  around,  VAMPIRE  FRANCAIS  2 
DECbre  1851-2  SEPTbre  1870. 

Copper,  size  28mm.  Eklund  9. 


This  piece  has  the  obverse  of  No.  11.  The  reverse  is  from  a 
different  die.  There  is  no  colon  and  other  minor  differences 
occur. 


12a.  Same  as  last  but  in  brass. 

1 2b.  Same  as  last  but  in  plated  copper. 
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12c.  Same  as  No.  12,  but  die  breaks  on  the  reverse  through  F of 
of  FRANCA  IS  and  8 of  1851,  also  in  the  field  at  the  right  of 
the  owl’s  head. 

13.  O.  Head  of  Napoleon  III  left  wearing  a Prussian  war  hel- 

met, smoking  a cigarette ; collar  marked  SEDAN  around 
neck ; chain  attached  to  the  collar,  behind ; all  within  a 
beaded  circle;  around,  NAPOLEON  III  LE  MISERABLE 
80000  PRI SONNIERS. 

R.  An  owl  perched  on  a cannon,  four  crossed  knuckle 
bones  below,  within  a beaded  circle:  around,  VAMPIRE 
FRANCA  IS  2 DECbkk  1851  . 2 SEPTbbe  1870. 

Copper,  size  26mm.  Eklund  10. 

13a.  Same  as  last  but  in  bras?. 

13b.  Same  as  last  but  in  plated  copper. 

1 3c.  Same  as  No.  13,  but  with  a loop  attached  to  the  upper  edge 
for  suspension. 

14.  O.  Head  of  Napoleon  III  left  wearing  a Prussian  war  hel- 

met: collar  marked  SEDAN  around  neck ; ring  behind  but 
no  chain;  all  within  a beaded  circle;  around,  NAPOLEON 
III  LE  MISERABLE  80000  PRISONNIERS. 

R.  An  owl  perched  on  a cannon  ; plain  field  below : within 
a beaded  circle;  around,  VAMPIRE  FRANCA  IS  2 DECK 
1851  - 2 SEPT.  1870. 

Copper,  size  28mm. 

On  the  obverse,  the  edge  of  the  neck  at  the  left  comes  over  P ; 
on  the  reverse,  the  owl’s  claws  come  down  over  the  cannon. 

14a.  Same  as  No.  14,  but  in  white  metal  and  with  a loop  attached 
to  the  upper  edge  for  suspension. 

White  metal,  size  28mm.  Eklund  12. 

15.  O.  Head  of  Napoleon  III  left  wearing  a Prussian  war  hel- 

met; collar  marked  SEDAN  around  neck;  ring  behind  but 
no  chain;  all  within  a beaded  circle;  around,  NAPOLEON 
III  LE  MISERABLE  80000  PRISONNIERS. 

R.  An  owl  perched  on  a cannon  ; plain  field  below;  within 
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a beaded  circle;  around,  VAMPIRE  FRANCA  IS  2 DECe 
1851  - 2 SEPT.  1870. 

Copper,  size  28mm.  Ekluud  11. 

This  piece  is  similar  to  No.  14,  but  from  different  dies.  On 
the  obverse,  the  edge  of  the  neck  at  the  left  comes  to  a point 
between  O and  P;  on  the  reverse,  the  owl’s  claws  are  on  top 
of  the  cannon. 

Same  as  last,  but  with  a loop  attached  to  the  upper  edge  for 

suspension. 

O.  Heads  of  Napoleon  III  in  a Prussian  helmet,  smoking  a 
cigarette,  and  William  I,  of  Prussia,  wearing  a laureated 
helmet,  united  in  opposite  directions,  upward  and  down- 
ward; around,  NAPOLEON  LE  LACIIE  - GUILLAUME 
LE  CRUEL. 

R.  A crowned  owl  perched  on  two  crossed  knuckle  bones: 
around,  VAMPIRES  DE  LA  MORT  1870  - 1871.  Three 
drops  of  blood  on  each  side  of  the  date. 

Copper,  size  28mm.  Eklund  13. 

The  legend  translates  “Napoleon  III,  the  coward ; William 
I,  the  cruel”  and  “vampires  of  death.” 

O.  Heads  of  Napoleon  III  in  a Prussian  helmet,  smoking  a 
cigarette,  and  William  I,  of  Prussia,  wearing  a laureated 
helmet,  united  in  opposite  directions,  upward  and  down- 
ward; around,  NAPOLEON  LE  LACIIE  - GUILLAUME 
LE  CRUEL. 

R.  Full-faced  bust;  around.  A.  THIERS  CHEF  I)U  POU- 
VOIR  EXECUTIF. 

Copper,  size  28mm. 

This  piece  has  the  obverse  of  No.  18.  rI  hiers,  toward  the 
end  of  a long  career  in  public  life,  became  the  first  president 
of  the  republic  which  replaced  the  empire  of  Napoleon  III. 

O.  Head  of  Napoleon  III  left  wearing  a Prussian  helmet. 
SEDAN  on  collar;  around,  NAPOLEON  LE  PETIT. 

R.  In  four  lines;  FONDE  PAR  LE  CRIME  El  TOMRE 
PAR  LELACHETE;  around,  EMPIRE  FRANCAIS  2 
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DEC.  1851  . 2 SEPT.  1870. 

Copper,  size  17  mm. 

The  legend  translates  “Founded  by  crime,  fallen  by  coward- 
ice.” Brichaut  and  Van  Peteghem  (1872)  comment; 

Napoleon  le  Petit,  that  is  the  title  given  him  by  Victor  Hugo 
after  the  coup  d’etat  of  December.  The  reverse  indicates  the 
dates  of  the  two  acts  for  which  the  French  nation  reproaches 
him. 

18a.  Same  as  last  but  in  brass. 

18b.  Same  as  last  but  in  plated  copper. 

19.  O.  Head  of  Napoleon  III  left  wearing  a Prussian  helmet. 

SEDAN  on  collar;  around,  NAPOLEON  LE  PETIT.  A 
loop  attached  to  the  upper  edge  for  suspension. 

R.  In  four  lines;  FONDE  PAR  LE  CRIME  ET  TOMBE 
DANS  LA  HONTE;  around,  EMPIRE  FRANCAIS  2 DEC. 
1851  . 2 SEPT.  1870. 

Copper,  size  17mm. 

The  legend  translates  “Founded  by  crime,  fallen  in  shame.” 
The  obverse  of  this  piece  is  similar  that  of  No.  18,  but  from  a 
different  die,  the  helmet  differs  and  the  letters  are  smaller. 

20.  O.  Head  of  Napoleon  III  left  wearing  a Prussian  war  hel- 

met; around,  NAPOLEON  III  EMPEREUR.  Loop  at- 
tached to  upper  edge  for  suspension. 

R.  In  four  lines;  80  000  PR1SONNIERS  2 SEPTbrk 
1870;  above,  SOUVENIR  DE  SEDAN. 

Brass,  size  24mm. 

Brichaut  and  Van  Peteghem  (1872)  comment: 

One  sees  the  Man  of  December  Second  wearing,  ironically, 
the  helmet  of  the  conqueror  at  Sedan,  Thenceforth,  the 
French  added  to  his  titles,  already  numerous,  that  of  the  Man 
of  Sedan,  which  was  given  to  him  by  Alfred  de  la  Gueronniere. 

20a.  Same  as  last  but  in  plated  copper. 

21.  O.  Head  of  Napoleon  III  left  wearing  a Prussian  war  hel- 

met; around.  NAPOLEON  III  EMPEREUR.  Loop  at- 
tached to  the  upper  edge  for  suspension. 
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H.  Within  a beaded  circle,  in  four  lines;  SOUVENIR  DE 
SEDAN  1 Eli  7bre  1870. 

Brass,  size  24mm. 

This  piece  has  the  obverse  of  No.  20. 

22.  O.  Head  of  Napoleon  III,  upside  down;  around,  L NA- 
POLEON BONAPe  EX  EMPEREUR;  date  upside  down, 
1870.  Loop  attached  to  upper  edge  for  suspension. 

R.  Within  a beaded  circle,  in  seven  lines;  HONTE  ET 
INFAME  A NAPOLEON  III  LE  BOURREAU  DES 
FRANCA  IS  ft;  around,  REDITION  I)E  SEDAN  80000 
PRISONNIERS  7b re  1870. 

Brass,  size  24mm. 

The  central  legend  translates  “Disgrace  and  dishonor  for 
Napoleon  III,  the  executioner  of  the  French,”  the  outer  legend 
translates  ,, Surrender  at  Sedan  80000  prisoners.”  Brichaut 
and  Van  Peteghem  (1872)  comment: 

The  reverse  recalls  the  disgraceful  surrender  of  September 
2;  then  the  Paris  newspapers,  deceived  by  false  dispatches, 
placed  at  the  head  of  their  columns,  “Victoire  de  Sedan.” 

22a.  Same  as  last,  but  in  white  metal. 

20.  O.  Helmeted  head  left  of  the  Prince  Imperial;  LULU  in 
front  and  back  of  the  head.  Loop  attached  to  the  upper 
edge  with  a ring  for  suspension. 

R.  In  three  lines,  within  a laurel  wreath;  NFL  LE  10  MARS 
1850. 

Brass,  size  15mm. 

The  legend  translates  “Born  10  March  1856.” 

20a.  Same  as  last,  but  in  white  metal. 

24.  O.  Head  of  Napoleon  III  left  wearing  a Prussian  war  hel- 
met; a collar  marked  SEDAN  around  neck ; ring  behind 
but  no  chain;  all  within  a beaded  circle;  around.  NAPO- 
LEON III  LE  MISERABLE  2Xbre  1851  27brk  1870.  Two 
stars  separate  the  parts  of  the  legend. 

R.  An  owl  perched  on  two  crossed  cannons,  hat  above;  all 
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within  a beaded  circle;  around,  in  two  lines,  SON  IGNO- 
RANCE ETINCAPACITE  L’ONT  CONDUIT  A DECLAR- 
ER LA  GUERRE.  L’OISEAUDE  TENEBRE  LE  GUI  DAT 
1870. 

Copper,  size  50mm. 

The  legend  translates  ‘“His  ignorance  and  incompetence  have 
led  to  a declaration  of  war.  The  bird  of  darkness  guided  him.” 

25.  O.  Head  of  Napoleon  III  left  wearing  a Prussian  war  hel- 
met; a collar  marked  SEDAN  around  neck;  ring  behind 
but  no  chain;  all  within  a beaded  circle;  around,  NAPO- 
LEON III  LE  MISERABLE  2Xbre  1851  2 7bre  1870.  Two 
stars  separate  the  parts  of  the  legend. 

R.  Six  arrows  from  centre  to  an  inner  circle;  around, 
JOURNEE  A JAMAIS  MEMORABLE  DU  4 7bre  1870 
LA  REPUBLIQUE  EST  PROCLAMEE  SANS  EFFUSION 
DE  SANG.  Extensive  lists  of  daily  events  leading  up  to 
the  day  in  the  spaces  between  the  arrows. 

Copper,  size  50mm. 

This  piece  has  the  obverse  of  No.  24.  The  legend  on  the  re- 
verse translates  “Day  forever  memorable,  The  republic  is 
proclaimed  without  bloodshed.” 

20.  O.  Bust  to  right  in  general’s  uniform  with  military  cap; 

around,  HONNEUR  AU  Geux  MAC  MAHON.  Loop  at- 
tached for  suspension. 

R.  Within  a beaded  circle,  in  seven  lines ; HONTE  ET 
INFAME  A NAPOLEON  III  LE  BOURREAU  DES 
FRANCAIS  ft;  around,  REDITION  DE  SEDAN  80000 
PRISONNIERS  7brk  1870. 

Brass,  size  24mm. 

General  MacMahon  was  wounded  during  the  battle  of  Sedan. 
This  piece  has  the  obverse  of  No.  22. 

26a.  Same  as  last,  but  in  white  metal. 

27.  Napoleon  III  with  a huge  sword,  smoking  a cigarette,  cross 
in  background  marked  SEDAN;  in  exergue,  C’EST  LE 
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SIRE  T)E  FISCH-TON-KAN. 

Uniface  oxidized  button,  size  32mm. 

28.  Napoleon  I holds  Napoleon  III  by  the  ear;  falling  tower  in 

background,  right;  SEDAN  on  sign,  left. 

Uniface  oxidized  button,  size  28mm. 

Brichaut  and  Van  Peteghem  (1872)  comment: 

The  uncle  giasps  the  ear  of  the  nephew  because  he  considers 
him  responsible  for  the  fall  of  the  Napoleon  dynasty. 

29.  Napoleon  III  tied  to  a stake;  gallows  on  hill  in  background; 

a passing  dog  with  a raised  hind-leg  is  defiling  his  feet;  a 
placard  hanging  from  his  shoulders  reads,  NAPOLEON 
III  le  lac  he  I)E  SEDAN. 

Uniface  bronze  button,  size  28mm. 

The  legend  translates  “Napoleon  III,  the  coward  of  Sedan.” 

30.  Head  of  Napoleon  III  left  wearing  a Prussian  war  helmet: 

collar  marked  SEDAN  around  neck;  chain  attached  to  col- 
lar behind;  all  within  a beaded  circle;  around,  VAMPIRE 
FR  ANCA  IS  1870, 

Uniface  oxidized  button,  size  22mm. 

There  are  some  pieces  of  Prussian  origin  that  properly  belong  to 
the  series  of  satirical  tokens.  Eklund  (1924)  includes  as  No.  14  in 
his  list  a whist  token  by  J.  Lorenz,  engraver  of  the  mint  at  Ham- 
burg, referring  to  the  downfall  of  Napoleon  III.  It  is  described 
by  Eklund  as  : 

Bust  of  Von  Moltke,  commander-in-chief  of  the  Prussian  army: 
legend,  ICH  TRUMPFE  (I  trump  or  play  my  winning  card) 
STRASSBURG  . METZ  . PARIS.  Reverse,  OR.  SCIILEMM 
(Grand  Slam  - winning  all  the  tricks  at  a game  of  cards.)  SEDAN 
2 SEPT  . 1870  . DER  KAISER  DER  KAISER  GEFANGEN  (The 
emperor  William  I imprisoned  the  emperor  Napoleon  III.)  Gilded, 
bronze  proof,  size  2(imm. 

Wood  (1934)  describes  one  of  German  manufacture  made  of 
leather : 

It  shows  the  emperor  with  a bandage  under  his  chin  the  ends 
forming  donkey  ears  at  the  top,  a closed  fist  threatening  him  in 
front  and  a switch  behind  his  head.  The  inscription  in  German 
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reads : “Such  a coin  belongs  to  him,  beaten  on  the  day  of  Worth” 
referring  to  the  battle  of  that  name  fought  on  August  6.  The  re- 
verse reads : “Struck  from  tanned  French  leather  conferred  on 
Louis  III  The  Civilisator.” 

It  is  well  to  note  here  that  a less  extensive  series  of  engraved 
pieces  made  from  ten-centesimi  coins  of  Italy  occurs.  These  have 
the  head  of  Victor  Emmanuel  altered  by  the  addition  of  a Papal 
tiara.  They  are  similar  to  the  engraved  French  pieces  and  related 
to  them  inasmuch  as  the  activities  of  Napoleon  III  aided  the  King 
of  Sardinia  to  become,  in  1861,  king  of  a consolidated  Italy,  except 
for  Rome  which  remained  loyal  to  the  Pope.  Brichaut  and  Van 
Peteghem  (1872)  mention  these  pieces  and  also  that  there  occur 
alterations  of  the  head  of  Charles  X on  his  coins  by  the  addition 
of  an  ecclesiastical  skull-cap. 

The  writer  acknowledges  assistance  received  from  Messrs.  Wil- 
liam W.  Woodside  and  George  Marlier  who  have  loaned  specimens 
for  examination  and  to  the  staff  of  the  American  Numismatic  Soci- 
ety who  have  made  specimens  and  literature  available  for  study. 

— Sidney  K.  Eastwood. 
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ERRATA. 

p.  49,  last  line,  for  1879  read  1870. 

p.  58  line  27,  for  Strassbusg  read  Strassburg. 
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